
 
 

ROCKY KNOLL HEALTH CARE CENTER FOUNDATION MINUTES 
 

Rocky Knoll Health Care Center 
N7135 Rocky Knoll Parkway 

Plymouth, WI  53073 
Shah West Conference Room 

 
December 1, 2014 Called to Order:  3:30 PM                  Adjourned: 4:35 PM 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Charlie Conrardy, Roger Otten, Rachelle Valleskey, Dale Pauls,            

Ron Becker, Bernie Nowicki, Brian Hoffmann, Tim Woodworth 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT:  Linda Laible, Denis Schmideler 
 
Mr. Conrardy called the meeting to order at 3:30 PM.  It was noted that the agenda was posted on 
November 20th, 2014 at 10:30 AM in compliance with the Open Meeting Law.  
 
A motion was made by Dale Pauls and seconded by Tim Woodworth to approve the minutes of the 
September 22, 2014 meeting. Motion carried. 
 
Mr. Nowicki asked Ms. Valleskey if she had approached the County Finance Committee with a 
request for the donated funds as discussed at the last Foundation Meeting.  She responded that 
she was still in the process of formalizing the request and will attend both the Health Care 
Committee and Finance Committee meetings in December to request the transfer of donated 
funds. 
 
There were no correspondences to report. 
 
Debra Jacoby, the Life Enrichment Director, gave a PowerPoint presentation illustrating Snoezelen 
Room Therapy (pronounced Snooze-ah-len). Snoezelen therapy was developed in the late 1970’s 
by Dutch researchers and is currently in use worldwide. Ms. Jacoby has researched the use of 
Snoezelen therapy in dementia patients and feels that it would be very beneficial to many of our 
residents.  In short, a Snoezelen room is a specially designed relaxation room that utilizes sensory 
experiences to create a calming effect in patients. Items such as Bubble tubes, fiber-optic light 
spray sets, soothing music, aroma therapy, and pleasing visual pictures are examples of 
components used in the room to enhance a sense of well-being, increase alertness, and decrease 
socially disturbing behavior. Ms. Jacoby has proposed that the Foundation consider funding the 
remodeling of an existing lounge area on the 1 North wing into a Snoezelen Room.  The cost of the 
proposed project is approximately $11,600.  Ms. Valleskey commented that the use of the room to 
help decrease socially disturbing behaviors in residents would also be a benefit to neighboring 
residents and to the staff. In addition, the room would be an appealing attraction to families looking 
to place loved ones in the proposed CBRF wing for Dementia/Alzheimer’s patients. The committee 
raised questions about paring down the cost, maintenance of the equipment, and requested 
testimonials from use of the equipment at other facilities.  Ms. Jacoby will provide the committee 
with additional information and testimonials from other facilities currently using Snoezelen therapy 
at a future meeting.  Discussion will continue on this request consideration.  
 
Two other requests for Release of Foundation Funds were received. The Life Enrichment 
department requested reimbursement for 16 Veteran Memorial plaques with engraving at a cost of 
$585.00. The plaques have been hung on our Veteran’s Wall of Honor.  A motion was made by Mr. 
Woodworth to approve the request.  Mr. Pauls seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 
 



The second request was also from the Life Enrichment department for the purchase of 29 new flat 
screen TVs and wall mounting brackets for resident rooms in Woodland Village at a cost of 
$7050.00 plus shipping. One of the most noted complaints we receive back on our Satisfaction 
surveys is the poor quality of TV reception on the older “box” TVs in Woodland Village. Installing 
new TVs would resolve this issue as well as give the residents room on the top of the dressers for 
their personal items that is currently taken up almost entirely by the “box TVs.  Mr. Woodworth 
suggested that funding this expense be split between donations designated for Life Enrichment 
and undesignated funds donated to the Foundation.  Mr. Nowicki made a motion to approve the 
request for this project with the stipulation that the cost would be divided equally between the two 
accounts as suggested by Mr. Woodworth.  Mr. Pauls seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 
 
It was noted that Ms. Laible who was not able to attend the meeting had sent an e-mail to all 
committee members stating that she believed we should carefully consider the future needs of 
Rocky Knoll; how we can compete in the changing marketplace and continue to support the 
growing care needs of its residents and the community with the donations made to the Foundation. 
Mr. Conrardy spoke to this belief as well and agreed that as the trusted stewards of the donations 
we receive we must carefully consider all allocations of funds and how they support the 
Foundation’s mission. Everyone was in agreement. 
 
It was suggested by Mr. Nowicki that we consider investigating adding to the exterior landscaping 
of the buildings.  Some areas are overgrown; others look bare and could use some sprucing up.  
He mentioned that the entrance areas to the main building and to the Woodland Village wing in 
particular could be made more appealing with some creative, colorful landscaping.  Mr. Conrardy 
brought up the raised garden bed project as a continued consideration to tie in with any future 
landscaping. The committee will continue to look into these projects. 
 
Mr. Woodworth presented the Financial reports for October and November.  A motion was made 
by Mr. Becker and seconded by Mr. Hoffman to approve the financials as presented. Motion 
carried. 
 
The next Foundation Meeting will be January 26th at 3:30 pm at Rocky Knoll Health Care Center in 
the Shah West Conference room. 
 
A motion was made by Mr. Nowicki and seconded by Mr. Woodworth to adjourn the meeting.  
Motion carried.  The meeting was adjourned at 4:35 pm. 
 
 
 
 
    Cindy Stevens        
 Recording Secretary  


